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Soviet Army Practices Relating to Tents, POL 
Supplies, Laundry Service, Meais, Remounts 


THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMAT:ON 


Tents ~ What type of tent is mort commaly used es quarters for tropa’ 
For storage? Is a pomcho-shelter-half standard issue for field duty? How 
is it cerried? How is a temt consisting of a multiple of these items made 
upt 


For field dety precluding use of barracks, Soviet Army troops are issued 
poncho type shelter halves. Officers do not cerry such equipment. Iss vend ? 
tents--the standard size accommodates three officers--ere transported. > 
officers with the previsions for the weit. The stenderd tent consists ot 
one plece with = cester pole emi stakes on ell sides, a6 opening for the 
door and two littie wimiows. The material used. for these tents is knows 

as "brezent" Bag lish Lent usknown/, which is 
waterproof aid S&come IFESY When expe sed to rain. The standard supp ly 
tent is rectangulsx; its dimensions: vere 20 meters by eight meters, Ib has one 
big center pole, ome fairly big pole in fromt end ome in back, ond ad- 
ditional poles et each of the four cormers for = total of seven poles. 
Special parpose temta include bekery teats, houpitel tents, bath tents 

and laustry tents. Lerge bekery texts accommodating 10 to 12 ovens axe 
available to the Soviet Arnay; the ovens can be dismounted and set up fa 
such @ way thet fresh bread can be baked within 12 hours of @ move. With 
the German “Werner” ovens now available, a division can bake 12,000 kg 


of tread a dey with four cvems in a single text. 


POL Equipmest - What type orgemic handling or dispensing equipment does 
the Soviet Army employ? Cams, barrels, drums, crates, etc? Is the same 
equipment used by infantry and armored units? 
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The standard Soviet gasclime comtaimer is em irom barrel with a capacity of 
200 liters. Im Germany, the Soviet Army kas adopted the German 20 litter can 
waich ig mach bandier to carry. Moreover, there is compiderable spilling 
devolved im refilling from the Soviet style barrels which ulso teke up mre 
space for tramsportatiom amd ehift more easily than the German bype cam. 

As a result, the Soviet Army has ordered huadreds of thousamds of Germex cans, 
primarily for use im Germany but to # lesser extent also for use im the USSR. 
I kucw two types of Lubricants, "L" type ftx summer we end Ope type for 
winter use. They are kept im 200 kg wooden barrels. POL containers are 
tdentical for the infemtry ead armored units. 


Laundry - How is cleaning of clothiag accomplished is garrison? In the field? 
How often are clothes washed? Ia a system of cleam-for-dirty clothiag staa~- 
dard practice im the field? To what extest is ary cleaning done? Are there 
any complaints about shrinkage of garments? — 


There is no provisioa for uniform cleaning in gercison or in the field. Reg- 
wler end chemical laundries are available im the Soviet Army. Every division 
has a lewdry. During World War II, I knew only hand leuadries, pot simrce then 
automatic laundries have become available, at least iu Germany. Under « rule 
which was generally adhered to during World Wer IT, each soldier bas to tere 

a steam beth every 10 days. When ke goes to the beth, the supply depot thief 
of his unit and bis assistamte collect dirty umderwear and iesue cleam under- 
weer im exchange. The battallioa supply officer delivers the dirty waderwear 
to the division vwerehouse, gets o receipt, amd picks up the same sarust uf 
clean underwear (including liner) after te days. The leuniries ase omy sc8p 
for washing underwear and have im the past always bed enough soap eval lables 
for this purpowe. The laundry machines acquired by the Soviet Army ia CeTaaay 


are highly moblle and cam be stored ip teats, the seme as the hand lewniries 


previously in use. The ruleion "“stesmbaths" for soldiers is qaite strictly 
enforced. Special temts are provided which have big barrels with a hole like 

a stove iu which water is boiled In these teats, soldiers waitress and week 
even im the coldest weather. “Chemical leumdries" are available omiy fur dis~ 
infecting purposes. In those cases, uniforms are cleamed as well ae the yer-~ 
sonnel affected, Otherwise, soldiers have to devise their own meace for keeping 
their field end dress urdiPorms as cleam as possible. Bry clesming “+ WAVELL 
able in the USSR for the military and civilians alike. I remember thet © rovwad 
it impossible to have w swit cleaned in Lenimgred mmy years 92°, and, 1 lwewe 
seen no indication that more adequate faciiities are mow available. As & 
result, gasoline 1s being used by the individual soldier ag a creda cleaniog 
fluid for practically 211 purposes. 


If battalion cooking is considered stenderd in the field, how are compacty, 
platoon, end squad walta fed? What type or food comtainers are used? Sow is 
mess gear cleamimg accomplished in the field? Whe is responsible for mami 
planming both im garrison and in the field’ 


All hot food is prepared by battalion kitchens. In parrison, units below 
pattelion level report to the battalion mess hail for feeding. In the fleld, 
special bearers carry the food to the lower units through special dugouts, 

if possible. Under favorable conditions, « battalion msss bell serves four 
sets of meels three times « day. When served in the mess hall, the individurl 


goldier provides a spoon #tich be carries with him all the time. Tin plates 


for each men are provided and washed by the Soviet equivalent of “ep”. Forks 

are not in general use. in the field, escn suldier bas @ metel cemteen and 

a metal cup. No emphasis is placed upon cieaning mess gear ie the field. Bever- 
rtery; this is probably due to - 


theless, I have never Beard of many cases of dysenter’ 
the fact thet the average Soviet soldier is a rugged individual whose resis~- 

tance to germs is high betause he has beem exposed to them all his life. Mem 
planning ia the responsibility of the “Necuprod” (Nechal nik Prodovol'stviya - 
chief of food supply) on the divisional level, whe prescribes the menu of all 
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‘subordinated wits according to regulations. The mena must provide 3,200 to 
3,400 calories per day and must be varied; no maim course “may be served more 
than twice im the seme week. In wartime, the menu prescribed by the “Nachprod" 
is law; amy change thereia is a court martial offense. A copy of the menus 
meade up by the “Nachprod” for a seven-dsy period is forwarded to Army heud- 
quarters. Army taspectors sometimes make spot checks at battalion ievel oa 
compliance with the menu program. Broken down into individual portions ("norms"), 
meat and fish allowances are generally inadequate. Although meat or fish is 
supposed to be served five times a week, most menus use up two or even three 
days’ portiom for one meal and provide for meat or fish only twice a wack. I 
might add thet the Soviet Army almost invariably serves meats boiled. iexeftovers 
‘may be served to persommel reporting to the mess hall at odd hours (e g after 
special work detail), but regulations provide that the food has to be re-cooked 


_ before serving. Waste of food is practically unknown because the norms are 


quite low. Moreover, each regiment raises a few pigs im peacetime, ani these 
pigs receive left-over food from the mess hall. Medical officers inspect sess 
halls. Refrigeration of perishable focds is mxintained in central refrigeration 


plants, generally five to six stories in height; except im occupied Germany, 


iL refrigerators are not available to the Soviet Army. 


Wheat is the status of horse, dog, reindeer, and pigeon training for military 
use? What “type, Logistical plamming is behig dome for the use of remount withia 
the USSR, amd in areas outside the USSR, which may have superior roads, for 
year-round operation? What is the use of remount in Arctic regtons? 


Most of the horses are supplied to the Soviet Army by Kolkbozes, where they 
are trained as well. Im peacetime, 20 per cent of the horses are replaced 

annually. During World War II, I was mot aware of any planed replacement 

of horses. With the increased mechemization of the Soviet Army, I doubt: 


were horses will play any sigaificant role im actual fighting in asy future 


_,Dogs are used for hauling wounded personnel, especially in wintertime. 
Boosialis trained dog teans, equipped with a heavy duty kerness, are available — 
for this purpose. I do not ‘know of amy dogs being used to seerch for wouded 


personnel end I am unfemtliar with the use of dogs or pigeons for communications 


purposes. Reindeer are not in use im the Soviet Army. Unfortunately, I have no 
information on Arctic warfare methods. 


= ead ~- 


o: - 


; Approved For Release 2003/12/08 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200280004-4 


